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Summary

Anna Mauliņa in her Editor’s Column 

“The number of libraries decreases, but their 

prestige, reputation and availability increases” 

shares her observations about the impact of the eco-

nomic recession on libraries in Latvia. Budgets were 

-

was decreased from Ls 130,000 in 2008 to Ls 3000 in 

diminished !nances or the dramatic decrease of the 

population (due to emigration). Quite the opposite 

-

vice in libraries has been free access to the internet. 

165 per month for regional main libraries and Ls 70 

-

get shorter. However, thanks to the recession, ove-

the government, which cut the budget of the Natio-

“Strong libraries are the basis of a strong so-

ciety”. Jana Dreimane summarises an interview with 

-

ciate Director), who visited Latvia 2-11 June 2010. 

-

selves with Latvian libraries with a view to creating a 

professional training programme for their librarians 

-

-

-

nancing libraries and cultural activities.

 

Zandas Groziņa’s article “Bibliotherapy: a medical 

and personality development method”, which de-

of its development. It characterises various directi-

-

arching the use of this method in Latvia, the author 

found that the possibilities and e"ectiveness of bib-

-

dge about the method and an oversimpli!ed view 

article suggests further research directions in Latvia 

-

lems are common to di"erent times and countries, 

viewpoint, etc.) do not allow the situation in Latvia 

In the article “Nonconformist graphics in me-

mory institutions of Latvia” Marta Dziļuma provi-

preservation and technical maintenance of noncon-

!rmist graphics collections from the Soviet period 

of Latvia”, which has the support of !nancial instru-

-

formist graphics (drawings, posters, estampes and 

bookmarks) will be preserved (restored, conserved 

created and it is planned that this will be available for 

Under the heading “Computerization, digitiza-

tion, internetization” the article “Libraries hit the 

streets” recaps a conversation between Silva Suha-

ņenkova and Signe Valtiņa -

development of the new NLL website and blog, as 

pro!le and retaining it in the social media: micro-

 

-

-

ces that have been invested. S.Valtiņa emphasises 
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-

the streets’, so to speak. She is convinced that social 

reaching the public.

era in publishing, but there is still no agreed view on 

“E-books — the con-

tinuation or end of printed books?”, Aiga Grēniņa 

-

ning this concept. She also immerses herself in the 

of the advantages and disadvantages of e-books. 

-

collection development and maintenance practices.

Anna Mauliņa called “I want 

to live in Pārventa”, which summarizes the proce-

edings of the spring meeting (Ventspils, 11–12.05.10) 

of the directors of the research, special and public 

for 2010–2015, which takes into account the e"ect 

was the problem of high maintenance costs for the 

local authorities have not been able to cover due to 

the recession; therefore, its libraries plan to give it 

libraries as well, blocking their inclusion in the state 

translation project “Language Shore”, the professio-

nal development plans proposed for 2010–2015, as 

-

the modernised Pārventa, which con!rmed Ventspils 

 “68th University 

of Latvia (UL) Research Conference, Library and 

Information Science Section (12.02.10) in Riga” 

Māra Jēkabsone -

was a wide range of topics, from historical aspects of 

publishing and the book trade to innovative use of 

the electronic environment in libraries.

-

le in libraries”, Marlēna Krasovska provides a review 

of the “Conference on Children’s Literature and 

Libraries: “Think about the future — but do it 

now!” (Riga, 21.05.10).”

contribution of local authors to literature for child-

group has remained stable; in 2009 there was a rich, 

-

sue classical works that have withstood the test of 

-

translations of foreign authors (Estonian, Dutch, Bel-

gian, Scottish, Spanish, etc.). Conference participants 

the electronic generation — the vanguard of a revo-

and negative features of the cultural phenomenon 

about children’s libraries in the Netherlands and the 

most successful activities on encouraging reading in 

children’s libraries in Latvia.

and Catalonia. It starts with Anna Mauliņa’s article 

“Alexandrina — the ornament of Egypt”, which 

its destruction, this pearl of an ancient civilisation 

seems formed as a bridge between the past and the 

-

and International Cooperation of the Netherlands 

Jana Dreimane in “An insight into 

the public library system of the Netherlands”. 

model, gives information about the activities of the 

-
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are the new directions for 2009–2012, proposed in 

-

in 2008.

Zane Ramiņa’s article “Catalonia’s libraries: uni-

ty of content and architecture” introduces the 

public libraries of Barcelona, which have undergone 

radical changes and rapid development in the last 

for Barcelona’s libraries 1998–2010: proposal for 

the future”. Since then, considerable resources have 

-

-

vince themselves of how Barcelona’s libraries reach 

Jana Dreimane’s “Over-

view of overseas library events (January–March 

2010)” and includes information on: how the eco-

nomic recession has a"ected US public libraries; the 

2010; the re-opening of the Johannes a Lasco Lib-

Histoire de 

ma vie -

mo Casanaova, the famous Italian lover and writer. 

to leave Paris, the famous Venetian’s manuscript has 

-

for a memoir manuscript.

Under the heading “Past times and re%ections”, 

Lilija Limane writes about “Alexandra Marinina and 

Latvian readers”, introducing the popular Russian 

author of detective bestsellers and commenting on 

as revealing the opinions of Latvian readers on her 

-

-

choose to read her books in the original Russian.

“An insight into 

publishing statistics for 2009 in Latvia” provides 

 

-

ends with Marlēna Krasovska’s “A review of library 

events in Latvia (January–March 2010)”.

Prepared by Marlēna Krasovska

Translated by Inese Auziņa-Smith


